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FRENCH JAMES TOWN. 

BY HENRY A. M. SMITH. 

The town, or settlement, which is the subject of this 
article is styled here "French" James Town, not because it 
was so named when founded but to distinguish it from 
an earlier town of the same name. 

In December, 1671, the Grand Council of the province 
directed a town to be laid out for the settlement of a num- 
ber of newly arrived settlers to be "called and knowne 
by the name of James Towne".* This town is supposed to 
have been laid out on James Island on the creek still known 
as Newtown Creek 1 . The town is referred to in the journal 
of the Grand Council at the time also as "New Towne" 3 , 
and to some extent was probably actually settled and occu- 
pied. Its duration was apparently short and we do not 
find in the journals (that is in the scanty remnants that 
have been preserved to us) any mention of this first James 
Town after March 4, 1672/3. 

The immigration of French Huguenots to the province 
up to 1700 was divided — outside of those who stayed in 
Charles Town — generally in three groups. The largest 
group was composed of those who settled on the Santee 
River and in the neighbourhood of Wambaw Swamp, form- 
ing a neighbourhood subsequently called French Santee as 
distinguished from English Santee which was higher up 
the Santee River and largely settled by English speaking 
settlers. 

In January, 1 700/1, this French settlement on Santee 
was visited, or rather traversed, by Lawson in the course 
of his journey to North Carolina. He mentions no town 

^Journal of the Grand Council of South Carolina August 25, 1671 — 
June 24, 1680, p. 19. 

'Collections of the South Carolina Historical Society, Vol. V., p. 369. 

'Journal of the Grand Council of South Carolina, 1671-1680, pp. 
35 and 37. 
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and evidently none was then in existence, but he does state 
that he met the French coming from their church. The ex- 
pression "coming from their church" is compatible with 
the idea that he met them coming back from the place where 
they had assembled together for divine worship, and such 
assemblage may have been at the house of some member 
of the congregation, as was frequently the practice among 
the earliest settlers. If, however, it referred to a building 
constructed for a church it was most probably not con- 
structed at the later site of James Town. 

The late Mr. Thomas Gillard, of St. John's Parish, 
Berkeley, who removed to Alabama about 1832, left in 
manuscript a short history entitled "The Huguenots of 
South Carolina and their Descendants". A great part of 
this manuscript was published — in the shape of "copious 
extracts" — by the Huguenot Society of South Carolina in 
1897 as part of No. 5 of their Transactions, and that part 
of it relating more particularly to James Town was pub- 
lished by the Society in 1907 as part of No. 14 of their 
Transactions. 

Mr. Gaillard, who was a surveyor and had been to the 
spot, infers from Lawson's description of the place he met 
the French returning that this first church building — if it 
existed — was probably at some place midway between 
Echaw and Santee creeks. 

The first notice of the town the writer has found on the 
record is contained in the language of the grant of the land 
on which it was to stand : 

We find on record a grant dated September 15, 1705, 
to "Rene Ravenel Bartholomew Gaillard and Henry Bru- 
neau for themselves and the rest of the Inhabitants settled 
on Santee River from the plantation of M'. Philip Gendron 
inclusive to the plantation of M r . Alexander Chastaigner 
inclusive three hundred and seventy acres of land english 
measure to dispose by the said Inhabitants as they shall 
think fit for a Town by the name of James Town on San- 
tee River and for a- common field or plantation with power 
to the said Inhabitants to dispose and sell the said three 
hundred and seventy acres of Land for a Town and Com- 
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mon Field in such parcels Great or small as they shall 
think fit.'" 

It has been a matter of some speculation to the writer 
why the name James Town was bestowed on the town. In 
1705 King James II. (after whom the earlier town of 1670 
was presumptively named) had long since lost crown and 
kingdom. Queen Anne reigned and her consort was styled 
George. The Palatine (the senior of the Lords Proprie- 
tors) of the day was John, Lord Granville, and there was 
no prominent person at the time connected with the province 
named James after whom it was likely to have been styled, 
The following is the only solution that has suggested itself: 
On October 10, 1687, the Lords Proprietors issued an 
order for the admeasurement of 600 acres to Joachim 
Gaillard in "Jamestown precinct"." No grant for that 
number of acres to Joachim Gaillard is on record, but on 
January 18, 1688, three grants of 200 acres each adjoining 
each other were made to Jean Francois de Gignilliat, on 
Santee River,* who on May 5, 1690, conveyed the land 
included in these grants to Joachim Gaillard and his sons 
Bartholomew and John Gaillard — a tract of 200 acres to 
each'. 

These three tracts were situated immediately to the west 
of the tract of 370 acres granted in 1705 for the purposes 
of James Town, and, if they represented the 600 acres to 
be admeasured to Joachim Gaillard, were in Jamestown 
precinct. The town then would seem to have gotten its 
name of James Town from its location in the precinct of 
that name in Craven County. 

Mr. Gaillard, in his history already referred to, gives 
the following account of the laying out of the town and the 
sale of the lots : 

By virtue of the powers thus vested in them the inhabitants on 
29 th Ja nuary 1705-6, resolved at a public meeting that 141 acres should 

'Memorial Book, Vol. 4, p. 402. (Office of Historical Commission, 
Columbia, S. C.) 

'Calendar of State Papers, America & West Indies, 1685-1688, p. 
451. 

'Proprietary Grants, Vol. 38. (Office of Historical Commission, 
Columbia, S. C.) 

'Book F, pp. 158-160. (Office of Historical Commission.) Mesne 
Conveyance Records, Charleston County, P No 3, p. 172. 
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be set aside for a Town on the banks of the Santee and that 
the remaining 219 be disposed of to the best advantage. For the 
relief of their necessitous condition commissioners were appointed to 
divide the portion allotted for a Town into streets and squares and to 
dispose of the lots at the prices previously determined upon as their 
respective values. The survev appears to have been made by Bartholo- 
mew Gaillard one of the commissioners appointed by the inhabitants. 
The lots numbered from 1 to 24 inclusive were valued at 40 shillings 
each, those 26 to 30 at 60 shillings, and the remainder from 31 to 36 
more remote from the river at 40 shillings. 

Mr. Gaillard gives no authority for this statement beyond 
the copy of the following receipt: 

The inhabitants of Jamestown by their deliberations on the 29 tb 
day of January 1705-6 commissioned Jean Guibal, Rene Ravenel, and 
Bartholomew Gaillard Henry Bruneau and Pierre Gaillji ' d Jun r . to 
sell the lots which compose the Town. They accordingly for the sum 
of 40 shillings currency sold to Rene Ravenel a lot in the said Town 
containing one acre and numbered S on the plan attached to the Title. 
Signed sealed and delivered in the presence of Charles Ducros de la 
Pastie— Philip Gendron— July 4 th 1706. 

Mr. Gaillard further states that the names of the several 
purchasers of the lots are found on record as follows: 

No. 



I 


Bartholomew Gaillard. 


2 


John Gaillard. 


3 


Alexander Chastaigner. 


4 


John Guibal. 


5 


Rene Ravenel 


6 


Philip Gendron. 


7 




Pierre Robert. 






Paul Bruneau. 


10 


Peter Gaillard. 


11 


Ducros de la Pastie. 


12 


Isaac DuBose. 


13 


Peter Cadeaux. 


14 




15 




16 


Etienne Thibout. 


17 




18 


Iedion Foucherou. 


19 


Etienne Thibout. 
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21 Andrew Rambert. 

22 

23 Moyse Carrion. 

24 Antoinette Lejeau. 

25 

26 Moyse Carrion. 

27 James Seron. 

28 Peter Couillandeau. 

29 Nicholas le Nord. 

30 Etienne Thibout. 
31 

3 2 

33 Peter Couillandeau. 

34 James Seron. 

35 Moyse Carrion. 

36 Bartholomew Gaillard. 

Mr. Gaillard also gives the following account of the town 
and church: 

Vestiges of the church and cemetary attached to it may yet be seen 
near the margin of the river and within the limits of James Town. 



As originally laid out it had a base measuring 52.50 chains or 1135 
yards along the river margin and extending back southwardly chains 
26.85 or 590 yards. The Church was on the margin of the river and 
within the limits of the Town and built of wood upon a brick founda- 
tion. From measurements it is ascertained it must have been at the 
Northern end of the central street on ground appropriated for a common 
and we may conclude from this that the location and measurement of 
survey of the Town preceded the erection of the Church — From the 
site of the Church there is a commanding view of the river for a con- 
siderable distance below the Town. 

The town could not have been laid out long before the 
erection of the church for in April, 1706, the General 
Assembly passed an Act reciting: 

Whereas the inhabitants of that part of Craven County which is 
commonly known and called by the name of the French settlement on 
Santee River have by their humble petition shewed that by reason of 
the remoteness of the said settlement from any one of the parishes 
lately erected in several parts of this provice by virtue of an Act en- 
titled an Act for the establishment of Religious Worship and humbly 
prayed that a Parish might be erected among them. 
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And then enacting: 

That from henceforth forever the Church which now is built in 
Jamestown in the said settlement or any new Church hereafter to be 
built or erected in the said place instead thereof is hereby made erected 
and declared to be a Parish Church of St. James on Santee River and 
shall be and continue so forever in all things as the other Parishes 
erected by the aforementioned Act are or ought to be. 8 

The rector was to receive £50. current money per an- 
num, as in the case of all other parishes, "to begin and 
commence from and immediately after the arrival in this 
Province of a minister sent by the Right Reverend Father 
in God Henry Lord Bishop of London." The services were 
to be conducted in the French language. 

By the general Church Act, passed November 30, 1706', 
in Section VI. the same enacting clause is inserted, save 
that the word "the" is substituted for "a" and the church 
already built at Jamestown is declared to be "the" parish 
church of St. James's, Santee. 

The provision for the payment of a rector being dependent 
on the arrival in the province of one sent by the Bishop 
of London is omitted. The rector is placed on the same 
footing as the rector of each of the other parishes, viz : to 
receive £50. per annum until the expiration of three years 
from the date of the Act and then £ 100. currency per 
annum. The same provisions for the acquirement of a 
glebe and construction of a parsonage house as apply to 
the other parishes apply also to St. James's, Santee. The 
services, however, were to continue in French as long as 
necessary. 

It may be safely inferred that in November, 1706, there 
was a church actually constructed at James Town which 
was the parish church of St. James's, Santee, and part of 
the Church of England as by law established in the province. 

In 1714'° an Act was passed for the construction of a 

chapel of ease in St. James's Parish, Santee, at Echaw, 

and in 1731" another Act was passed abandoning the 

chapel of ease at Echaw and directing two chapels of ease 

'Statutes at Large of South Carolina (Cooper), Vol. 2, p. 268. 
•Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 283. 
"Ibid., Vol. 2. p. 618. 
"Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 304. 



226 SO. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE 

to be erected at different places in the parish, and again 
in 1742 12 another Act was passed directing the chapel of 
ease for the upper part of the parish to be built at or near 
the place where the old chapel at Echaw "now stands". 
This last chapel at Echaw was built of brick and finished in 
1748 13 . By the Act of May 11, 1754" St. James's Parish, 
Santee, was divided ; the upper part being created into a 
separate parish called St. Stephen's, and the Chapel of 
ease at Echaw was declared to be the parish church of St. 
James's Parish, Santee. 

From 1706 to 1754 the parish church was at James Town, 
and during that period there must have been a church build- 
ing there, in which church services were held. At the sep- 
aration of the parishes the line of division between St. 
James's, Santee, and St. Stephen's met the Santee River at 
Skrine's, or Lenud's, Ferry; thus placing the site of James- 
town in the extreme northwestern corner of the parish near 
the divisional line. The population must have moved 
away so as to render the site no longer convenient for the 
parish church, or even a chapel of ease, and the church 
building was probably about that time abandoned. 

To what extent the lots in the town were ever actually 
built upon it is impossible now to say. The site of the 
town was not one at that early date suited for any purpose 
of commerce or interior distribution. The settlers in the 
neighborhood were agriculturists who lived on their farms 
or plantations, and it is doubtful if the town was ever occu- 
pied to any extent or for any extended period. It soon 
became, as it has ever since continued to be, an abandoned 
town site, scarcely to be distinguished from any other plan- 
tation field. In fact it became part of a plantation, for in 
1830 Theodore Gourdin as executor of Theodore Gourdin, 
deceased, conveyed to Samuel J. Palmer a plantation of 
490 acres on Santee River known by the name of "Mount 
Moriah", 1 ' which embraced the entire 141 acre- reserved 

"Statutes at Large of South Carolina (Cooper), Vol. 3, 581. 
History of the Protestant Episcopal Church in South Carolina 
(Dalcho), p. 298. 

"Statutes at Large of South Carolina (Cooner), Vol. 4, p. 9. 
"Mesne Conveyance Records, Charleston County, F. No. 10, p. 116. 
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for the town. The very name of James Town had disap- 
peared and been replaced by that of Mount Moriah. This 
last name seems to have been derived from a mound or 
eminence at the northwestern extremity of the town, near 
the river, which is designated on Mr. Gaillard's map as 
Mount Moriah. 

The remaining part of the grant of the 370 acres after 
taking off the 141 acres — viz. 229 acres — was on February 
6, 1715/16 conveyed by the commissioners to John Gaillard, 
under whose will it went to his widow, Mary Esther Gail- 
lard, who married Hon. James Kinloch, and at her death 
this land went to her son Francis Kinloch by whom it was 
in 1 76 1 conveyed to James Robert 1 '. 

The three maps published with this article are: 
No. 1. is a copy of the town as laid out, and is a copy from 
the copy made by Mr. Thomas Gaillard. Mr. Gaillard's 
explanation on the map gives the ground of its authenticity. 
No. 2. is also a copy of a copy of a map made by Mr. 
Gaillard. It shows the location of the James Town grant 
with respect to the adjoining settlements. The statements 
on this map as to the location of points mentioned by 
Lawson are of course only Mr. Gaillard's own inferences. 
The location of the other grants mentioned on the map 
have been also verified by the writer by reference to old 
plats and records. The 600 acres in three strips of 200 
acres each, first granted to Gignilliat and by him transferred 
to Joachim Gaillard and his two sons, Bartholomew Gail- 
lard and John Gaillard, appear on the map to the west of 
the town. The strip denominated "Pear Orchard" was 
John Gaillard's. but he subsequently acquired also the tracts 
of both his father and brother. 

No. 3. is a sketch map of the country showing the location 
of the site of James Town on the Santee River. 

"Memorial Book, Vol. 7, p. 375. (Office of Historical Commission, 
Columbia, S- C.) 



